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STATEMENT

Creationof'PM Cares'sideliningPMNRF

isagainsttransparencyandFederalDisbursements

Creatingaseparatefundcalled"PM Cares"tofighttheCOVID-19pandemicinsteadof

relying on Prime Minister's NationalReliefFund (PMNRF),which atpresenthas

substantialunspentbalance,isamovethatblurstransparencyandaccountabilityasthere

isnoclearprovisionforauditing.Thisnew fundisdesignedtobehandledbyPM office

and has onlythe association oftwo ministers as trustees,no provision forwider

consultationsregardingspending.Itbearsthesignatureofdictatorialcharacters.

Reportsthataday’ssalaryisbeingdeductedfrom governmentemployees,professionals,

thearmedandpara-militaryforcesascontributiontowardsthisfundprovestheabovesaid

negative traits.Similarly,as monopoly capitalhouses and corporate business get

opportunitytofulfilltheirCorporateSocialResponsibility(CSR)obligationsbycontributing

tothisfund,hugesumsaresuretobeamassed.Withoutclearstipulationsregarding

spendingaccordingtoanymethodinclusiveofthefederalcharacterofdisbursementof

fundstothestates,thisnew fundisyetanotherexampleoffloutingtheprovisionsof

concurrentlistthatincludesHealthCare.Thesaidflawsofthisnewfundwilljeopardize

thefightagainstthepandemicthatisnow anationalscaledisasterneededtobedone

withhandinhandoperationbycentre-stategovernments.Thisisallthemoreimportantas

theresourcesofstatesincludingtheGSTpaymentshavegotdepleted.

So,wedemandthatthefundscollectedunder'PM Cares'betransferredtothePMNRF

withaviewtokeeptransparencyofhandlingandfederaldisbursementoffundsproviding

amenitiestothestategovernmentsformeetingthechallengesofthefightagainstCovid

19pandemicandsavingpeople’slives.
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